26    POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS CONDITION
Nehemiak, and Daniel being comparatively late have no early
Targums.1 As for the Targums on the Eethubim, they belong
to the early Middle Ages,2 and do not concern us here.
Our mam interest in this collection of Targums is in the
lio-ht they throw on the way in which the authors understood
the Hebrew text and more especially the Torah, whose inter-
pretation was fundamental for those whose whole religion was
based, ultimately, on the Law of Jahweh and its meaning.
Thus the Targums try to extricate God from the awkward
situations caused by the anthropomorphisms of the Old Testa-
ment writers, They emphasize the activity of his Word (Memra)
and his Visible Glory (Shechinak), and they are aware of the
role of the Messiah.3 Further discussion will make clear the
importance of all these ideas.
The word Talmud4- means " study," " doctrine " or "dis-
cipline." What corresponds to the word is, theoretically, the
collection of the teachings of the great Rabbis traditionally
preserved in two volumes of vast, though unequal extent,
namely the Jerusalem Talmud (Yerushalmi) and the more
voluminous Babylonian Talmud (Babli).
A Jew may read his Bible without attempting to penetrate
beyond its literal meaning (peshat); but, if he wishes to probe
the deeper meaning of the text, he applies to the letter a method
of interpretation known as midrash (plural midrashim), a word
whose root (darash) is used in the Targums and in the Talmud
with the meaning to "examine," "weigh," "interpret," and
ultimately, "to teach."5 From the moment the Scribes
(sopherim) take up the study of the Law, they produce midrash.6
But the Scribes lead on to the Rabbis, indeed they are rabbis
themselves, for the word is no more than a title meaning
" master "—in this case a mastery of the text and meaning of
the Law. The midrashim form the substance of the Rabbinical
teaching.7
This teaching consisted of: (1) expositions in narrative
form, elaborating and elucidating a chosen biblical passage.
1	Also Dan. ii. 4 to vii. 28 and Ezra iv. 8-vi. 18 ;  viL 12-26 are in
Aramaic.
2	CGXCIX, 56 ff.	3 CCXCIX, 48 ff.
4	See Bibliographical Note on pp. 3-4.    In addition,  JE, xii, art.
Talmud;  Encycl. Britannica, xxvi, art. Talmud;   DB, v, art. Talmud;
CCXCIX, 57 ff.; J. Fromer, Der Talmud. Geschichte, Wesen und Zukunft,
Berlin, 1920.    Lagrange's article in LI, xv, is based on Strack.
5	LXX7, ii, 330 ff. ;  CCXCIX, 58 : " to lecture " on the Law and on the
Old Testament generally.
6	The first rather vague allusion to this practice is in Neh. viii. 2-8.
7	JE, art. Midrashim, and CCXCIX, 64 ff., enumerate and examine the
most important tractates which constitute the midrash.

